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SB 1564 NONPUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS; INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Arizona students who attend nonpublic home-based schools or small private schools have limited 

or no school sports opportunities despite living in school districts with excellent athletic training 

facilities and teams. All students should have the opportunity to participate on school sports 

teams. SB 1564 opens the doors to public school sports for these students. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 
In the 1990s, the Arizona Legislature passed what is now A.R.S. § 15-802.01 to provide access 

to public school sports to homeschool students. At that time, homeschool students wanted to try 

out for athletics at the local public schools funded by their parents’ taxes. Local district schools 

often wanted to have homeschool students try out but the interscholastic associations in the state 

would not allow it. Given that nonpublic schooling options have proliferated over the past two 

decades, an increasing number of students who learn virtually, attend pod-schools, or small 

private schools now lack meaningful access to interscholastic sports competition. 

 

This access is critical to student formation. The benefits accruing to children from physical 

activity go beyond mere improved fitness. A longitudinal study of 5,000 children and teenagers 

uncovered strong connections between exercise and higher test scores in language, math, and 

science.i The CDC examined over fifty studies on the topic and found positive correlations 

between physical activity and education outcomes not only in subject matter achievement but 

also in attendance, concentration, memory, and mood.ii Researchers found 18-29 minutes of 

moderate-to-vigorous physical activity reduced “depressive symptoms, [and] behavior and 

emotional-difficulties in early adolescence.”iii  

 

Interscholastic sports are particularly valuable. Students who participate in interscholastic sports 

are significantly more likely to stay in school.iv They are also more likely to show interest in 

classes and, for males, more likely to attend college.v Given this evidence, it is vital that all 

Arizona students have access to interscholastic sports, even those children who attend schools 

with no or narrow athletic offerings.  

 

WHAT THE BILL DOES 
 

SB 1564 provides that: 

 

• All students who reside within the attendance area of a public school be allowed to try 

out for interscholastic activities at the public school in the same manner as a student who 

is enrolled in that public school. 
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• Policies regarding registration, age eligibility requirements, fees, insurance, 

transportation, physical condition, qualifications, responsibilities, event 

schedules, standards of behavior and performance policies be consistent 

between students from all education types. 

• The person providing primary instruction of the nonpublic student verify that the student 

is maintaining required academic performance. 

• School districts may not contract with any interscholastic associations that prohibit the 

participation of nonpublic school students in interscholastic activities at public, private, 

or charter schools. 

• Defines “nonpublic school student” as a child who is homeschooled, educated pursuant to 

an ESA, or educated in a private school of fewer than 100 students.  

 

TALKING POINTS 
 

• All Arizona children deserve access to interscholastic opportunities regardless of 

education background. 

• Exercise is vital to student success. Study after study shows that students perform better 

academically and thrive mentally and emotionally when they are physically active.  

• The law should guarantee equal access to state-of-the-art athletic facilities. Arizona 

taxpayers fund district schools in part by property taxes. Their children all should have 

the opportunity to try out for teams that play at these outstanding facilities. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

School sports profoundly impact student achievement. SB 1564 provides critical access to 

students in small home-based and private schools who cannot otherwise play school sports. 
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